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p DaffoDil Hope by betty NaNce SmitH

J ac k s o n  •  Mountain Trails Gallery hosts the Oil Painters of 
America Western Regional Show this month. The show is a ju-
ried exhibition showcasing representational oil paintings, with 
jurors selecting works that show the highest quality in drafts-
manship, color sense, and composition, while also choosing piec-
es based on their diversity in style and subject matter. The open-
ing reception takes place October 9 from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., and 

the show remains up until 
November 10. Awards to-
tal $11,500, with a $4,000 
Best of Show.

A number of esteemed 
artists submitted works 
to the show. Betty Nance 
Smith is known for her 
still-life paintings of flora, 
fruits, and vegetables as 
well as her sensitive por-
trayals of children. Sha-
ron Markwardt found a 
new sense of courage and 
boldness as an artist af-
ter she was thrown from 
her horse. She ventured 
into oils and uses this new 
courage to express the joy 
of painting. Jerolyn Dirks 
has lived and painted for 
over 20 years on a farm 
in Bozeman, MT, and her 
works express her rela-
tionship with her home. 
Donna Wise spends her 
retirement painting every 
day and enjoys plein-air 
painting. 

Connie Johnson seeks 
to capture the hard-work-
ing, honest lifestyle of the 
modern American cowboy. 
Steve Henderson works 
out of Dayton, WA, where 
he owns a gallery with his wife, Carolyn. The brightly colored 
impressionistic still lifes of Tricia May show her particular in-
terest in aspen and birch trees. Kelly Beach traded a career in 
medicine for a career as an artist and enjoys painting the sur-
roundings of her home in Sun Valley, ID. Martha Putnam began 
her career as a photographer but soon discovered a passion for 
painting animals, especially dogs. Jonathan Frank expresses his 
attachment to the red rocks of the desert by painting locations 
around his home in southern Utah.

Through her passion for rock and ice climbing, Peggy Immel 
discovered nature and adventure as a focus for her landscapes. 
Rita Roberts draws her artistic inspiration from the Rio Grande, 
which lies less than a mile from her home. Linda Nearon has 
enjoyed a lifetime of awards and exhibitions as a professional 
artist in San Francisco’s East Bay area. Carol Kelley is a realistic 
oil painter known for her southwestern still lifes, burros, and 
figures. Barbara Fracchia grew up in a family of artists and today 
paints both landscapes and figures. 

For more information about the OPA Western Regional Show: 
815.356.5987 or www.oilpaintersofamerica.com.

p aND baby makeS tHree 
by carol kelley
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Jonathan Frank
web: www.cuaa-art.com • 832-654-8752

email: aeromotiveartist@yahoo.com

Ceilings Unlimited Aeromotive Art

Exposé, 14” x 18”, Oil on Canvas

Steve Henderson
web: www.stevehendersonfi neart.com • 509-382-9775

California Street, 20” x 16”, Oil on Linen

Barbara Fracchia
web: www.barbarafracchia.com • 510-525-7057

email: mfracchia@comcast.net

Dusting on the Sangres, 14” x 16”, Oil

Rita Roberts — OPA

Gallery at the Windsor
 Del Norte, CO

web: www.galleryatthewindsor.com • 719-657-3111

web: www.ritaroberts.com

2010 Western Regional Exhibition, Mountain Trails Gallery • October 9 – November 13, 2010
Juror of Awards: Albert Handell OPAM
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Peggy Immel
Wilder Nightingale Fine Art
119-A Kit Carson Road, Taos, NM 87571

web: www.wnightingale.com • 575-758-3255

web: www.peggyimmel.com

Autumn in Crestone, 11” x 14”, Oil

Kelly Beach
Gaia Studios and Gallery

237 North First Street, Eagle, ID 83616

web: www.gaiastudiosandgallery.com • 208-473-2335

email: kelbeach@me.com

Fall at Snow Creek, Oil 

Splendor #2, 30” x 30”, Oil

Tricia May
web: www.triciamay.com • 208-484-5374

Linda Nearon
web: lindanearonstudio.com

email: lindanearon@msn.com

Bellagio, 18” x 24”, Oil Painting

2010 Western Regional Exhibition, Mountain Trails Gallery • October 9 – November 13, 2010
Juror of Awards: Albert Handell OPAM
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Carol Kelley
Houshang’s Gallery

713 Canyon Road, Santa Fe, NM 87501

web: www.houshangart.com • 505-820-1279

email: houshang@cnsp.com

September Song, 12” x 24”, Oil on Canvas 

Donna Wise
Aspen Glen Studio

10 Wallace Road, Clancy, MT 59634

406-933-5657

Pansies in a Handpainted Vase, 20” x 24”, Oil on Canvas Favorite Cheese, 24” x 30”, Oil

Betty Nance Smith — OPA

The Gallery Collection
 La Posada de Santa Fe

web: www.bettynancesmith.com • 505-662-4076

Sharon Markwardt
web: www.colorofthewest.com • 817-994-7663

email: sharon.markwardt@gmail.com

Country Girl, 48” x 24”, $2,900
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